
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Is it true potential new members (PNM) should be recommended by alumnae members who are 

in good standing? 

Yes, being a member of the Houston Alumnae Chapter reflects your commitment to Tri Delta 

sisterhood.  The same sisterhood you are recommending for any PNM (Potential New Member) for 

whom you write a reference.  It is proven the stronger a local alumnae chapter, the higher the number 

of girls joining that sorority during recruitment.  It is certainly true here in Houston.  This investment 

helps our local chapter remain strong for the benefit of your PNM who may one day become an 

alumna writing references.  Help the cycle continue.  Tri Delta is for a lifetime!  
 

What is a member in good standing? 

Technically a member is in good standing if they pay their annual dues.  In addition, your Houston 

Alumnae Chapter feels alumnae who are supporters of Houston Tri Delta Philanthropies, Inc. (the 

SALE) should also be considered a member in good standing.  Many organizations require new 

member proposals be presented by members in good standing (Junior League, NCL, Junior Forum 

and several Greek organizations to name a few).  

  

Does is matter if I do an electronic Reference or a hardcopy Reference? 

At this time, it doesn’t matter if you chose to do your PNMs reference electronically or submit a 

hardcopy.  The most important part of the process is that the Reference team receives a copy of the 

Reference that you submitted.  This is our only way to ensure that we properly present and represent 

our Houston girls to the collegiate chapters.  Please follow the instructions noted on the Reference 

Packet Instructions and ensure that the Reference team has your PNMs completed Reference that you 

completed.  Either turn in a hardcopy, or email the completed online submission confirmation that 

you receive after the reference is submitted, along with the items provided by the PNM: resume, 2 

photos, transcript, support letters (not required by The University of Texas or Texas A&M University). 

 

What is a Letter of Support and which schools want them? 

Some collegiate chapters will accept Letters of Support from Tri Delta Alumnae.  Currently, the 

University of Texas and Texas A&M do not require, nor are they requesting, letters of support.  If you 

write a letter of support for a PNM attending any other University, please include something different 

in your letter than what is included on her resume.  Give more information that the chapter would 

find helpful as they get to know her.  Restating her resume is not helpful for her or the chapter. 

 



Why can’t I mail the reference directly to the university? 

It is extremely important to have and maintain an accurate database of our valued new members and 

legacies. That is not possible if the reference bypasses our Houston Reference Committee.  After 

Recruitment is finished, we contact the universities to see which Houston girls pledged Tri Delta.  

Their mothers are invited to participate in our wonderful Tri Delta Mothers’ Club of Houston.  

Additionally, the new member’s sisters become legacies.  Our alumnae chapter hosts an annual Pine 

Party in honor of the new members and their mothers.  The legacy sisters are also invited once they 

are juniors or seniors in high school.  Their legacy status becomes important if they choose to go 

through Recruitment.  Please help us maintain accurate records and forward your references to the 

Houston Reference Committee. 

  

Who does Tri Delta consider a legacy? 

Daughters, sisters, step daughters and step sisters of initiated Tri Delta members.  Granddaughters 

while technically not a legacy, are recognized as a strong tie to Tri Delta.   

 

What are the policies of legacies being released during recruitment? 

Being a legacy does not guarantee membership in any way.  As much as we would like each chapter to 

consider a legacy carefully, we have no control over the collegiate chapters and their policies 

regarding legacies.  Also, please understand that even if a legacy goes to preference, she is not 

necessarily guaranteed membership. Each chapter is different, as is their policy regarding legacies.     

   

What is the big deal about registering with HAPA? 

HAPA (Houston Alumnae Panhellenic Association) hosts an informative Recruitment Roundtable 

each spring for high school seniors interested in joining a sorority.  They provide a booklet with 

valuable information about the recruitment process, including what each sorority requires for their 

reference packets.  HAPA forwards their list of registered PNM’s to all Reference Chairmen so it is in 

the PNM’s best interest to have her name on that list.  See www.houston-panhellenic.org. It is also 

extremely important for your PNM to see if she needs to register with Panhellenic at the university 

she plans to attend.  This information can usually be found on the university’s website. 

Should PNM’s register with their universities Panhellenic prior to recruitment? 

Yes, at many universities it is mandatory and there are strict deadlines. Instruct your PNM’s to 

investigate the timeline and deadlines.  This information can usually be found on the university’s 

website. 

  

Why are all references due May 1st? 

Some universities have over 175 Houston girls going through Recruitment.  Statistically, our Houston 

girls fare better if all the references are submitted together.  Even with a May 1 deadline, it is difficult 

to get the references to the university by the end of May.  The later the reference, the more frenzied the 

chapter, and that places the PNM at a disadvantage.  All chapters are covered with one deadline of 

May 1st, even spring recruitment schools. 

  

What if a PNM is undecided regarding which college she plans to attend? 

Even though your PNM is still deciding, it is best to compile the reference with all required 

information and give to the Reference Chairman by the May 1st deadline.  List the colleges she is 

http://www.houston-panhellenic.org/
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considering and call the Reference Chair once a decision is made.  It is tempting to hold on to 

everything and wait, but your PNM has the best chances if her paperwork is submitted by the 

deadline.  The committee is very aware and also works with HAPA for updates regarding college 

choices.  Letters are even checked to make sure alumnae do not mention an incorrect university. 

   

Please contact a member of the Reference Committee if you have any other questions about 

your reference packet.  We are here to help! 

  

 

  


